
Chapter 13

to all 

 the world



Dear 
friends, our 

Lord suffered that 
he might take away 
our sins. It is no 

wonder that we too 
might have to suffer 

for him. Don’t 
be amazed at the 

persecution we are 
experiencing.

Jesus said, “If 
any man would be my 

disciple, he must take up 
his cross and follow me.” 

That means we should carry 
our crosses to the hill of 
crucifixion if we are called 
upon to do so. Now Psalm 

22 tells us...

Out of fear for their 
lives, the Christians 

met in secret to hear 
the word of God read 
and to sing praises.



God help  
us. It’s the 
Killer, Saul.

Stay where
 you are! This foreign 

religion will not be 
allowed. You blaspheme 

our fathers and our 
nation. You are fools! 
You will either recant 

or die.

 Grab 
their leader. 
We will make 
an example 

Of him.



We have had  
all the Messiahs we 
can stand. Why do 

you worship a dead 
carpenter?

Our  
Lord Jesus is 

alive and is the 
creator of the 

universe.

You may 
change your tune 
when we put your 
wife in prison  

to rot.



No! 
Not my 
Wife!

THUD!THUD!

Matthew 16:24;
 Mark 8:34; Acts 9:1-2



Here 
is another one 
of your Christ 

lovers.

We knew 
this might 

happen when 
we became 
Christians.



It is that 
Pharisee named 

Saul. He breathes 
out hate and 
slaughter.

Saul 
is too 
full of 
hate.

Yes, we 
must pray for him. 
Pray that God would 
soften his heart and 

cause him to see 
the truth.

Remember, 
some of us were 

doubters at first.



Well, Saul, I 
think you have about 

swept Jerusalem 
clean of this sect of 

Jesus followers.

No, the more we  
kill and imprison, the  

more they increase. They have 
scattered to other cities. The 
synagogues up in Damascus 

are full of them.



Saul thought it was his duty to protect 
his religion and his nation against 

other beliefs. But it bothered him that 
the Christians possessed a peace and 
confidence that he had never known.

I will give 
you warrants 

for their arrest, 
and you could go 

to Damascus.

I will 
go right 

away.



Saul’s horse was so frightened 
that it threw him into the 

road and ran away.

Suddenly there appeared 
in front of Saul a light 
brighter than the sun.

Saul, Saul, 
why do  

you persecute 
me?



Who are  
you, Lord, that 

I am persecuting 
you?

I am Jesus, 
whom you 

persecute when  
you punish my  
followers.

Arise. Go  
into the city, and 
you will be told 

what to do.

  
Lord,  

what would 
you have me 

do?

Acts 9:1-6



Did you 
hear the 
voice? Yes, but 

I couldn’t 
understand 

what was 
said.

It was 
the voice 
of God!

Neither 
could I. It 

sounded like 
thunder.

I can’t 
see! Help me. 

I can’t see. 
Lead me into 

the city.



My name is 
Ananias. Jesus spoke 

to me in a vision and told 
me to come to you and  

he would restore  
your sight.

I am 
indeed 
blind.



In the 
name of Jesus 
Christ, receive 

your sight.



I can 
see! And you 

say Jesus did it? 
Tell me more 
about Jesus.



So Ananias opened 
the holy Scriptures 
and showed Saul the 
prophecies of Jesus.

God changed 
Saul’s name 

to Paul.

Yes, I have been  
such a fool. It was all 

there in the Scripture all 
the time. I was blinded by my 

religious zeal. I want to  
be baptized and become a 

follower of Jesus. Acts 9:7-19



Saul, now Paul, 
was a new man 

with a new 
message. He no 
longer wanted 

to kill Christians. 
He wanted to 

persuade others 
to believe on 
Jesus Christ.

I can 
understand your 
doubt. I, too, did 

not believe, 
but I tell you, 

Jesus of Nazareth 
fulfilled all the 

ancient prophecies 
concerning

 our Messiah.

   But the 
greatest proof 
is that God raised 

him from the 
Dead.



What kind of 
fool are you? How 

could the Messiah allow 
himself to be killed by 

our enemies?

He was 
God’s lamb, 
to take away 

our sins.



God was also 
reaching out to 

the Gentiles. 
There was a 

Roman soldier 
who sought 

God in prayer.

God, I know you  
are one, the creator  

of all men. The religion of 
my people is corrupt and it 
does not give peace. Show 

me your way and I will 
walk in it.



Who? What? 
Who are you? 
Where did you 
come from?

Your prayers  
have been heard. I have 
been sent by God. Send  

men to Joppa to the house 
of a tanner named Simon. 
You will find it down by the 

seashore. Ask for a man 
named Peter. He will come 

here and tell you the 
truth about God.



Peter, Our master is a very 
religious man, a good man, but he 
is troubled about many things. He 
prays all the time and gives money 

to the poor, but he is not at 
peace with God.

God has 
made peace 
through the 
blood of his 

cross.

What 
does that 
mean? I will 

explain it 
to your 
captain.



The captain met 
Peter at the door 
and bowed to him.

Stand up. Do  
not show reverence 

to me. I am a man just 
like you. Call everyone 
together and I will tell 

you the good news.



This is a 
great day. God has 

sent Peter, one 
of Jesus’ disciples, 

to tell us about 
Jesus.

Yes, I walked with Jesus  
for three-and-a-half years. I saw him crucified, 

and I saw him after he had risen from the dead. There 
were 500 of us gathered together in one place to 
hear him preach after his resurrection. He ate with 
us and we touched him. He taught us to love our 

enemies and to pray for those that persecute
 us. He sent his Spirit…

Acts 9:20-22, 
10:1-27, 38-41



Captain Cornelius and 
his whole house believed 

the gospel of Jesus 
Christ and were all 

baptized that same day.



Paul went into the 
synagogue in Antioch 

and preached to the Jews 
on the Sabbath day.

You know 
me. I persecuted the 

Christians unto death, 
but Jesus appeared unto me 
in a blinding light, and with a 
voice like thunder told me 

to preach his word.
 I have searched the Scripture 

concerning Messiah and 
found that Jesus fulfilled 

all the prophecies. 



God said that 
he would raise up a son 
of David to be a Savior 

unto Israel, and that the 
leaders in Jerusalem would 
condemn him to die. It is 

written in the second Psalm, 
“Thou art my Son, this day 

have I begotten thee.”



In another Psalm 
it says that God would 

not allow his Holy One to see 
corruption. This is a prophecy 
that, though he would die, his 
body would not deteriorate. 

Let it be known that in Jesus you 
can find complete forgiveness 

from sins, something 
Moses could not give.



God sent 
Jesus to be 

a light to the 
Gentiles, the 
Savior of all 

nations.

You blaspheme! 
Jesus was not a 

legitimate son. There 
are reports that his 

mother was with  
child long before  

she married.

Gentiles! 
Gentiles are 
unclean. They 
cannot be 

partakers of 
the faith of 
the Jews.

Psalm 2:7, 16:10, Acts 2:27, 10:47, 13:33-35



Since you reject  
the good news of 

eternal life, we will 
take our message to the 
Gentiles, just as the 

prophets declared.

You could 
be stoned to 
death for your 

heresy.



Many Gentiles 
believed the gospel 
and continued in 
the grace of God.

Praise be 
to God and 

his son Jesus. 
Salvation has 

come to the 
Gentiles!

 Paul, 
baptize 

me!

Tell 
us more 
of the 

prophecies 
concerning 

Jesus.

When it was 
clear to Paul 

that the jews as 
a nation would 

continue to 
reject Christ, 

he concentrated 
his efforts on 
the Gentiles - 
nations other 
than Israel.



The Jews were angered and drove Paul and Barnabas 
out of the city, threatening them with death if 

they returned. So Paul and Barnabas went to Asia 
and carried the good news to everyone they met.

Barnabas,  
if I fall,  

keep running. 
Don’t stop.



In Lystra, the Jews 
stoned Paul unto 

death and threw his 
body out of the city.

God forgive 
them. They have 
killed Paul.

Acts 14:18-20



But God performed 
a miracle and 
raised Paul up.

Paul, 
I thought 
you were 

dead!

Not yet, God showed  
me many things that I would 

have to suffer for his name, and 
we have only begun. Let us go 

back into the city.



At Philippi of Macedonia, 
Paul and Silas were 

beaten with 39 stripes 
and then jailed. In spite 
of their suffering, their 
hearts were full of joy, 

and at midnight they 
sang praises to God.

Thou art 
worthy O lord 

to receive glory 
and honor and 

praise...



Ahhhh! 
Jesus is 
Lord!



In the following 
years Paul was 

beaten with a rod 
three different 

times. Yet he 
continued to 
preach Jesus.

WHAPP!
WHAPP!

Acts 14:19-20, 16:23-25; 
2 Corinthians 11:24-25; Revelation 4:11



Paul was often 
attacked by robbers.

But he 
went on 

preaching.

One time he drifted in 
the sea for a day and a 
night before a passing 

ship picked him up.

As Paul traveled from place 
to place preaching, three 

different times the ship on 
which he was traveling sank.



Paul suffered sickness, cold, heat, hunger, 
and all manner of discomfort as he traveled 

the world telling people about Jesus.

Lord, 
heal this 
body so I 
can go and 
preach to 
the next 

city.



Paul went from city to city warning 
against idolatry and telling the 

good news of Jesus Christ.

You have turned to  
God from your idols, 
and God has justified 

you by faith without any 
contribution from the law. 

You are now a member of his 
body, and you belong  
to the household of 

God.

Praise 
God!



When the people turned to God, they 
left their idols and charms. They 

threw everything that had to do with 
their religion or their sin into the 

fire. Within twenty years, there were 
believers all over the known world 

worshiping God through Jesus Christ.

This stuff 
never gave 
me peace.

1 Corinthians 10:14, 12:12-13, 18;
2 Corinthians 11:25; Galatians 2:6;  

Ephesians 2:19



Jesus had warned the disciples, 
“Then shall they deliver you up 
to be afflicted, and shall kill 

you: and ye shall be hated of all 
nations for my name’s sake. And 

then shall many be offended, 
and shall betray one another, 
and shall hate one another. 

And many false prophets shall 
rise, and shall deceive many.”

Father, don’t 
punish them for 
what they are 
doing to us.



When those who had seen Christ 
were old and the church had 
spread all over the Roman 

Empire, the Romans began to 
seek out the Christians and 

persecute them unto death. If 
the believers would not deny 
Christ, they would put them 
in the arena, and the people 

would watch as the lions and 
tigers tore them to pieces.

Lord 
Jesus, receive 

my spirit!



GGRRRR!GGRRRR!

IEEEE!IEEEE!



Matthew 24:9-11

Sometimes the Christians were 
hacked to death by the Roman 
gladiators. The people were 

amazed that the believers would 
not renounce their faith. They 
were ready to die for Jesus.

No!

Jason, I 
will see you 
in paradise.



Before his 
death, Jesus 
prophesied of 
the temple:

Forty years later, in 70 A.D., the 
Romans came and destroyed the 
city and the temple. When the 
wood inside the temple burnt, 
the gold of the temple melted 
and ran down into the cracks 

between the stones in the floor 
and the foundation. As the 

Romans tried to recover the 
gold, they found it necessary 
to remove every stone. Jesus’ 

prophecy was fulfilled.

Do you 
see this 

temple? I tell  
you it will be 
destroyed

 and not one 
stone will be 
left standing 

upon 
another.



The Jews in Jerusalem and 
Israel that survived the 
war fled to the Gentile 

nations, where many of their 
descendants live until this day.

The Christian Jews also fled 
to other countries where 

they preached the gospel of 
Christ, and the church grew.

We’ll go to 
my brother’s 

house in
 Syria.



Wherever they fled, there 
were already Christians 
there to welcome them.

We had 
no place  
to go.

We heard of 
the horrible things 

in Jerusalem. Of 
course you can stay 

with us.

Matthew 24:2; Luke 19:43-44



The apostles of Jesus continued to preach the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ until their deaths. One 
by one they were put to death. They all died bravely, 

knowing that they had a better home in heaven.

Some were 
crucified by 
the Romans.

Others were 
disemboweled 
while alive and 
cut into pieces.



Some were 
beheaded.

Some 
were 

stoned 
to death.

Others 
were fed 
to wild 
animals.



Peter was crucified 
upside down.

Some were slowly 
boiled in oil.

They all died in faith, with 
assurance that they had a new 

body and a better home waiting.

I’m going  
to a better  

place. May God 
forgive you.

I am not 
worthy to die as 
you died, Lord.

John 21:18; Acts 12:2



Sixty years after Jesus’ 
resurrection, John was 
the only apostle left. 

He was exiled to a rocky 
island called Patmos. 
The Spirit caught John 

up to heaven where God 
showed him the future.

John, I will 
show you the things 
that are going to 

happen in the future. 
Write down what you see 
and put it in a book and 

send it to the seven 
churches of 

Asia.



When this age is near the end, Jesus will 
come back and open the graves of all those 
who believe on him. They, with all the living 

believers, will rise up to meet Jesus in 
the air and will remain with him forever.

In the end of days, God will 
visit the earth with terrible 
calamities. Fire will fall and 
there will be other plagues 

that will destroy most of the 
people living on the earth.



A man will come who will claim to be the 
Messiah, and he will deceive many people. He 

will cause  people to show their loyalty to him 
and his government by receiving a mark in their 
foreheads or on the back of their right hands. 

Those who do not receive the mark will be 
killed by decapitation. It will be a time of great 
suffering for those who are left on the earth.

1 Thessalonians 
4:14, 4:16-17; 

2 Thessalonians 
2:3-4; 

Revelation 1:9, 11, 
8:1-13, 9:18, 13:16, 

20:4



He will come 
in all his 
glory and 
power and 
not as a 

mortal man. 
Heaven will 
open and he 
will descend 

riding on 
the back of a 
white horse.

As prophesied, Jesus 
will return again 

during the end times.

He will shine like the sun and 
on his head he will wear many 

crowns. In his hand he will hold 
seven stars and out of his mouth 

will come the sword of truth.



He will confront Satan and cast 
him into the lake of fire where 
he will be eternally tormented 

and never tempt man again. Jesus 
will also cast death, his last 
foe, into the lake of fire and 
the world will be made new.

God will gather all those who 
believed on his son and give 
them eternal life on a new 

earth. God will wipe away all 
tears and there will be no more 
death, sorrow, crying or pain, 
for the former things will be 
passed away. Jesus will reign 

as king and Savior over his 
righteous people in a world 

free from sin and death.

1 Thessalonians 4:16; Revelation 
1:16, 19:11-21, 20:10-15, 21:1-4



The gospel of 
Jesus Christ has 
been preached 

for 2,000 years. 
Jesus predicted 
that his kingdom 
message would  
spread around 

the whole world 
until every 

nation, tribe, 
and family group 

had heard the 
good news.



There is just one 
God and he has 
only one son. 

There is just one 
faith and one holy 

book. There is 
just one way to 
enter paradise  
after this life. 
Jesus is the 

way, the truth, 
and the life, as 

many people 
of all nations 

have found.



The gospel of Christ is different 
from all other religions of the 
world in that it is not spread 
by constraint or intimidation. 

Jesus taught his followers 
to love their enemies and 
to be filled with joy and 

singing. Today, people of every 
nationality and language rejoice 
in forgiveness and eternal life.

However, it has been nearly 
2,000 years since Jesus was 

raised from the dead, and 
there are still some who have 

not heard the good news. 
Someone must tell them.

John 3:16, 14:6



A Modern Story of Judgment to Come

“And as it is appointed unto men once 
to die, but after this the judgment”



Are you  
an angel? 

Where are you 
taking me?



I guess God is 
going to weigh my 

good works against 
my bad works.

Hebrews 9:27



“And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before 
God; and the books were opened: and another 

book was opened, which is the book of life: and the 
dead were judged out of those things which were 
written in the books, according to their works.”

He is checking to
 see if your name 
is written in the 

Lamb’s book of life.



“God shall judge the secrets 
of men by Jesus Christ.”

John Doe,  
you may 

approach the 
throne.



John Doe, this is your
 day in court. You are accused 
of having committed a great 
number of sins. How do you 

plead?

Well, I 
committed a few 
little sins, but I 
have been a good 
man; ask anyone 

who knew me.



Every word  
and every deed  

has been recorded, 
even your most 

secret sins.

Romans 2:6; Revelation 20:12



Bring 
his book.



Th
e 

lif
e 

of 

jo
hn

 

do
e



The 
life
 of 
 John 

Doe

That book  
has got my name  

on it!



SIN INDEXLying 1-48Lust 49-74
Hatred 75-91 

Greed 92-115 
Idolatry 116-132 

Pride 133-175 

 Adultery 176-204  

Unbelief 205-250 

Gluttony 251-271 
Murder 272

     mosexual Acts  
273-274



Your book 
reveals that you 
have committed 

many sins.



Ask anyone 
 who knew me;  
I was a good  

man.
“Not by works of 

righteousness which 
we have done, but 
according to his 

mercy he saved us.”
Titus 3:5



Were you  
being a good 

man when 
you lied?



Were you  
being a good  
man when you 

lusted?

Were you  
being good 

when you blew 
up in anger?



Still making 
excuses. 

All sins are 
bad sins.

But I didn’t 
commit any bad 

sins. I was a 
religious man.

Depart  
from me, all 
who commit 
sins: I never 

knew you.



Oh God,  
this can’t be 
happening!

I’m sorry.  
It is too late 

to call on 
God now.



IIEEEEEEEEEE
EE!!



The wicked...shall be cast 
into the furnace of fire: 

there shall be wailing 
and gnashing of teeth.  

Matthew 13:49-50



The Judgment seat of christ

It has been a  good 
life. I am going to see my 

Savior. Keep on loving Jesus. 
I will  see you in Heaven.

“Jesus said 
unto her, 
I am the 

resurrection, 
and the life: he 
that believeth 
in me, though 
he were dead, 

yet shall 
he live:”



John 11:25-26



It is time to 
receive your 

reward.

Your name is 
in The Book 

of Life.



“Because 
he hath 

appointed 
a day, in 
the which 
he will 

judge the 
world in 

righteous-
ness by 
that man 

whom 
he hath 

ordained;

whereof he hath 
given assurance 
unto all men, in 

that he hath raised 
him from the dead.”



Well done, my 
good and faithful 

servant. Enter 
into the joy of 

your Lord.

Acts 17:31
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